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Lt having been made to appoar to the Postmaneite: aa — 


satisfactory to him, that Mra. Helen Wilmans and Helen Wilmans, 


a SAAN KAA ZA Floride, ta So LTEM x wl CC NET i eet: - 75 


engaged in conducting a scheme or device for obtaining money through the mails by means 
of false and fraudulent pretenses, representations, and promises, in violation of the Act of 
Congress entitled ** An act to amend certain sections of the Revised Statutes relating to lotteries, 
and for other purposes," approved September 19, 1890— 

Now, therefore, by authority vested in him by said act, and by the Act of Congress entitled 
** An act for the suppression of ottoni tratio through international and interstate commerce and 
the postal service. & | | 
1895, the Postmaster General hereby P: you to pay any Postal Money Order drawn 


to the order of said... Meg. Helen "ilmans and Helen "ilwns; 

and you are hereby directed to inform the remitter of any such postal money order that payment 

thereof has been forbidden, and that the amount thereof will be returned upon the presentation 

of a duplieate money order applied for and obtained under the regulations of the Department. 
And you are hereby instructed to return all letters, whether registered or not, and other 


mail matter which shall arrive at your office directed to the said -pira Weten Hien 


end lle1en Hi leen EENS E 

| the postmasters at the offices at which they were originally mailed, to bo delivered to we 
EC rs thereof, with the word “Fraudulent” plainly written or stamped upon the outside of 
such letters or matter. Provided, however, that where there is nothing to indicate who are the 
senders of letters not registered or other matter, you are directed in that case to send such 
letters and matter to the Dead- Letter Office with the word “Fraudulent” plainly written 
or stamped thereon, to be disposed of as other dead matter under the laws and regulations appli- 


cable thereto. 


To the Postmaster, 


Sonbrasso, Florida. 
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CE OF 


THE 


ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAI 


FOR TH E 
POST OFFICE D EPARTMENT 


WASHINGTON 


October 5, 1901. 
MEMORANDUM. 


In re: 


Mrs. Helen Wilmans and Helen Wilmans of 
` ; Seabreeze, Fla., for 
operating through the mails a scheme devised for obt ch 
- > 1 &ini r 
or fraudulent pretenses, etc. ng money under false 


inni 7 s N P 


- 


On September 12th, 1901, Helen Wilmans was called upon to show cause on 
or before September 30, 1901 why a fraud order should not be issued against her 
for operating through the mails a scheme devised for obtaining money under false 
and fraudulent preternses, etc. On the date set for the hearing she appeared 
at this office in the person of her husband C. C. Post and her attorney, 0. T. 
Green to answer the charges against her. Frederick C. Bryan, Esqe, of Washington, 


D. C. was also present at the hearing as attorney for interests connected with 


accused. The hearing was held before G. A. C. Christiancy, Acting Assistant 


the Office ` 


» 


Attornev General for the Post Office Department. Fe C. Huebner, from 


SA Ls AMET "do 7 
Gab B La EL E 


à EC x 
I a > t í ê " P et j < 
of : the Ass b.e. f Orne. ;9ne9ri Ad. etc Was E dg al eg 


"he facts brourh* out at the hearing Were that Mrs. nose mane 
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power to heal any disease or affliction including poverty by & method of 


concentrating her thought on the patient taking treatment, and for such service 
solicits remittances of $3 per week or $10 per month (or in special cases 
other prices are given). Evidence was further submitted showing that 


a large number of persons have applied fo her and have paid her money for 


the extension of her thought power to their specific cases, To these persons 


they shall set apart fifteen minutes 


she has sent instructions to the effect that 
per day in which to forget about other matters and permit the healing thought 


which she sends to her patients to enter their bodies and renew them. 


JRANDUM, Mrs. Helen Wilmans, et a 


The impression is carried through the printed literature that during *his 


fifteen minutes Mrs, Wilmans is sending healing thoughts to them, and when 


patients have expressed this belief in communications to Mrs. Wilmans, she makes 


no effort to explain matters sh they have a proper understanding of just what 


Mrs. Wilmans does in fact do. The evidence before the Department has shown 


^nm ^1 AE 
acting as Mrs, Wilmans' Chief Clerks, Mrs. Wilmans opened the mail coming to 
her address and simply took out the money, and without carefully reading any 


of such mail, and without examining a part of it in any way further than to 
extract the money, the same was handed to these Chief Clerks to answer,with 
certain sterotype letters to fit the different inquiries, which letters were 
mailed to the patients without being reviewed or seen by Mrs. Wilmans, 

and that on some occasions when Mrs. Wilmans was absent from home the letters 
were opened and answered in the same manner as when Mrs. Wilmans was present. 


Evidence was offered by the defence that the methods in vogue at the time the 


Daytons were in their employ had been changed and that Mrs, Wilmans not only 


d to patients. Even granting this as true, it appears that every letter 
sent out in connection with this scheme is designed to have the patient put 
cons tant faith in the power of Helen Wilmens,which calls for more money, 

and even should she answer all letters coming to her personally it is held that 
that would not show a compliance with her promise to send healing though ts 

to certain patients at certain hours of the day, Further evidence was 


offered and not disputed that Helen Wilmans does considerable other work, 


such as writing books, articles for papers, ett. While it is conceded that 


Mre, Wilmans is energetic and capable of mich work, from the amount she 


has done shows that it would be absolutely impossible to even mako a pretense 


Sien Wilmans, et als, T 


sending specific and individual thoughts to a11 her p 


atients on account of 


the limited number of hours in a day. To this evidence the defense replied 
that Mrs. Wilmans could think of 1000 at a time ag easily as of one - which 
seems beyond human possibility, and what makes it still more improbable is 


the fact that the character of diseases she treats includes not only those 


confidence, to reileve from poverty, and any other affliction to which human i ty 


is heir. 


Therefore, without in any manner inquiring into the merits of 
so-called Mental Science except so far as deception was in fact imposed upon 
the sick and unfortunate who were induced to take this treatment, or alleged 
treatment, without a knowledge of just what would be given , or done for the 


money sent to Mrs. Helen Wilmans or Helen Wilmans, it is my opinion that 


a fraud order should be issued against them. 
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A fraud order would have been recommended in this case without such 
a protracted hearing had some of the evidence which has since been brought to 
my attention been presented at the opening of the hearing as 1% would have shown 
that the scheme was certainly one to defraud. For example: In a book in the | 
possession of the Post Office Inspector in which the patient's names were entered | 
and the diagnosis of their complaints, which book was secured through a subpoena 4 


duces tecum from one of the clerks of Helen Wilmans, appears in effect the following: 


Mee, Ae Be of ------------ , Terms $-------, per month, (a statement of two or 


M, Mrs. Helen Wilmans, et al., 


4. 


three, possibly four payments). 


Then follows a diagnosis of the case "Wants 


a new set of teeth, money, and everything nice", Another was: Mrs, A. Be 


of sone place in Colorado, diagnosis: "Wants some one to love her 'sovl mate'". 


From these and other entries under other diagnosis it appears that she accepted 


money and represented her ability not only to cure physical and mental trouble 
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In other words, they stamp the scheme as that of a charlatan's and a fraud-order 
would have been issued upon this evidence alone without considering the other 


points involved. 
lann 
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Acting Assistant Attorney General 
for the Post Office Department, 


To the Postmaster General. 


